








Updated Historic Resources Survey of the Boulder City Historic District August 13, 2020

Photograph 45. View of 650 Arizona Street, showing multiple alterations, facing north (H.
Abernathy (2020).

Group (Z): Babcock and Wilcox Co. Housing

The houses in this group consist of two single-family residences constructed for executives of the
Babcock and Wilcox Co. Company. The two houses were located on Hillside Drive and were
designed by architect E.D. Wagner in 1933. In 1982, both houses in this group were determined
to be eligible as contributing properties to the Boulder City Historic District. Neither of the
residences in this group were previously determined to be individually eligible for NRHP listing.
In 1992, the house at 2 Hillside Drive was demolished and replaced with a modern residence.
Therefore, North Wind recommends that the current NRHP ineligibility determination for that
property be changed to non-contributing. The house at 3 Hillside Drive has not experienced any
significant modifications since it was originally recorded in 1982, and still retains its integrity of
location, design, feeling, association, and setting (Figure 50; Photograph 46). For this reason,
North Wind concurs with the previous determination that 3 Hillside Drive is eligible for listing in
the NRHP as a contributing property of the Boulder City Historic District.
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1983a).

Photograph 46. Vie of 3 Hillside Drive, facing northwest (H. Abernathy 2020).
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Group (NR): Newly Recorded Properties

There are 23 newly recorded commercial and residential properties, seventeen of which were
constructed after 1982 and are recommended not eligible as contributing properties to the
Boulder City Historic District. Only four properties were constructed within the period of
significance (1931-1945), and these include the relocated Vancouver house at 515 Cherry Street
(moved to its current location after the 1982 survey), and 1205, 1263, and 1305 Wyoming Street
which are converted accessory structures not recorded in 1982. 1263 and 1305 Wyoming Street
do not appear to have experienced any significant modifications and still retain their integrity of
location, and the majority of design, feeling, association, and setting ( Figure 52). For this
reason, North Wind recommends that these properties are eligible for listing in the NRHP as
contributing properties of the Boulder City Historic District. Four properties previously recorded
in 1982, located at 700 and 1400 Wyoming Street, 553 California Avenue, and 4 Hillside Drive,
have since been demolished and replaced with modern infill. North Wind recommends that the
current NRHP ineligibility determination for these properties be changed to non-contributing.
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Figure 52. View of View of 1263 Wyoming Street, facing south (H. Abernathy 2020).

INDIVIDUAL ELIGIBILITY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BOULDER CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT

According to the National Park Service (NPS) (1997), a historic property may be considered
eligible for listing in the NRHP if it is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history (Criterion A); is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past (Criterion B); embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction, represents the work of a master, possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction (Criterion C); or has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to an
understanding of prehistory or history (Criterion D).
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Furthermore, in order to be considered eligible, it must also retain a sufficient degree of integrity
in terms of the NRHP’s seven aspects: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. To be eligible for listing in the NRHP, a property must possess integrity of those
elements as they relate to the criterion or criteria under which it would be determined eligible.
For instance, those properties recommended eligible under Criterion C may exhibit stronger
integrity in terms of design, materials, and workmanship than may a property recommended
eligible under Criterion A only. And finally, the property must have been constructed within the
established period of significance (1931-1945) as defined by the 1983 Boulder City Historic
District Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

North Wind evaluated religious properties for eligibility under the NRHP Criteria and under
Criteria Consideration A: Religious Properties. Criteria Considerations are applied to properties
not normally considered eligible for listing, such as cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical
figures, structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic
buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, properties that have achieved
significance within the past fifty years, and, in this case, properties owned by religious
institutions or used for religious purposes. These properties can be eligible for listing, however,
if they possess integrity and meet the applicable Criteria Considerations in addition to being
eligible under one or more of the four Criteria.

Per the 1995 National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation, Chapter VII. How to Apply the Criteria Considerations:

“A religious property requires justification on architectural, artistic, or historic grounds to
avoid any appearance of judgment by government about the validity of any religion or
belief. Historic significance for a religious property cannot be established on the merits of
a religious doctrine, but rather, for architectural or artistic values or for important historic
or cultural forces that the property represents. A religious property's significance under
Criterion A, B, C, or D must be judged in purely secular terms. A religious group may, in
some cases, be considered a cultural group whose activities are significant in areas
broader than religious history.”

Of the three religious properties recorded in 1983, only two remain within the District. These are
the Grace Community Church, 1150 Wyoming Street, and St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church,
812 Arizona Street. One property, St. Andrew’s Catholic Church at 700 Wyoming Street is no
longer extant. North Wind concurs with the current determination that both remaining church
buildings are contributing resources to the District. However, research did not provide
information to suggest that either church was individually eligible under Criteria

Consideration A.

North Wind recommends 65 properties as individually eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. Of these, three are commercial properties, three are public properties,
two are Reclamation operations buildings/structures, and the remaining properties are residential.
North Wind found that all properties were eligible under Criterion A for their association with
the Boulder Canyon Project and as the first fully-developed experiment in new town planning as
promoted by the Community Planning Movement, under the Community Planning and
Development and/or Engineering area of significance, and/or under Criterion C under the
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Architecture area of significance. Table 3 provides a list of properties organized by type, address,

group, and NRHP criteria, followed by a summary of eligible properties by type.

Table 3. Summary of NRHP Individual Eligibility Recommendations

Group

Number

Addresses

Criteria

Commercial (U) 3 1225 Arizona Street A
1305 Arizona Street (Listed) A C
550 Nevada Way AC
Institutional/Public/Semi- (S) 3 600 Nevada Way A C
public
1200 Park Street (Admin A C
Bldg)
401 California Avenue A
Reclamation Operational (V) 3 300 Railroad Avenue A C
and Maintenance
500 Date Street A C
1310 Mountain View Place AC
Residential A 2 706 Park Street AC
726 Park Street AC
Residential C 1 700 Park Street AC
Residential F 1 507 Utah Street AC
Residential J 8 516 Cherry Street AC
524 Cherry Street A C
528 Cherry Street A C
532 Cherry Street A C
536 Cherry Street A C
548 Cherry Street A C
552 Cherry Street A C
556 Cherry Street A C
Residential K 2 519 Cherry Street A C
511 Cherry Street A C
Residential L 23 417 Birch Street A C
418 Birch Street A C
421 Birch Street A C
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Table 3. Summary of NRHP Individual Eligibility Recommendations

Group Number

Addresses

Criteria

426 Birch Street A C

438 Birch Street AC

503 Birch Street AC

504 Ash Street A C

504 Birch Street AC

507 Birch Street AC

508 Birch Street AC

511 Birch Street AC

515 Birch Street AC

519 Birch Street AC

520 Birch Street AC

523 Birch Street AC

524 Birch Street AC

527 Birch Street AC

528 Birch Street AC

531 Birch Street AC

532 Birch Street AC

536 Birch Street AC

539 Birch Street AC

540 Birch Street AC

Residential M 5 508-510 Ash Street AC
512-514 Ash Street A C

516-518 Ash Street AC

520-522 Ash Street AC

524-526 Ash Street A C

Residential N 2 409 Ash Street AC
414 Ash Street AC

Residential (0] 5 1322 Denver Street AC
1330 Denver Street A C

1338 Denver Street A C
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Table 3. Summary of NRHP Individual Eligibility Recommendations

Group Number Addresses Criteria
308 Nevada Way AC
324 Nevada Way A C
Residential P 2 405 Birch Street AC
411 Birch Street AC
Residential (T) 3 904-906 Wyoming Street A C
909-913 Wyoming Street AC
1267-1269 Wyoming Street AC
Residential (X) 1 1411 Denver Street A C
Residential (W) 1 640 C Avenue A C

Commercial: Group (U)

Three commercial properties are in Group (U) and are recommended individually eligible for
listing in the NRHP. One, the Boulder Dam Hotel, at 1305 Arizona Street, is currently listed. The
remaining two properties are the Boulder Theater at 1225 Arizona Street, and the former Ida
Browder’s Café at 550 Nevada Way (Photograph 47). The Boulder Theater is recommended
eligible under Criterion A only, as the windows have been replaced, while the café is
recommended eligible under Criteria A and C. Both are good representative examples of the
Mission style of architecture recommended by the Reclamation for properties constructed prior
to 1941.
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